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Mayor Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA - Resolution No. 45

Mr. Johnson moved to adopt the agenda as presented, seconded by Mrs. Fletcher. The
motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Resolution No. 46
Mr. Marshall motioned to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of
April 6. 2026 as presented. Mr. Young seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

PAY THE BILLS — Resolution No. 47
Mr. Johnson moved to pay the bills as presented. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the motion
which passed unanimously.

CITIZENS’ INQUIRIES -

e Don Owen, of the Franklin Rotary Club, requested permission to utilize Lot C on Friday
of Applefest weekend to raise funds for the proposed dog park. Mayor Baker stated that
Council would discuss it further but does not see an issue with approving the request.

e Tom Evans. resident at 719 13" Street, addressed concerns about the neighboring house
owned by Stephen Beals that caught fire in 2024. The shell of the house still remains and
he is concerned about rodent and other pest infestation as well as the visual appeal of the
neighborhood. He would like to know if there are plans to demolish the structure. Mr.
Wetzel advised that there may be funds available in the Fire Escrow account.

o Michael Baker, resident of 423 2™ Street, returned with concerns regarding the water
runoff on his property. Mr. Spaid advised that it will not be discussed in public session
because of potential litigation and to call the City Manager’s office for maintenance
issues. Mr. Baker added that he contacted the City Manager’s office regarding a sewer
eas issue. The Sewer Department went to investigate but told Mr. Baker they could not
discuss the matter with him due to the potential litigation.

PENNDOT PROJECTS AND UPDATES

Tom McClelland. Assistant District Executive in charge of PennDOT’s design unit,
updated Council on PennDOT projects scheduled to occur in the City. He started with the Route
62 Betterment project, which has already commenced., then discussed plans to fix an erosion
issue on Bully Hill in 2027. and the Route 322 (Grant Street) Betterment project in 2027 which
consists of paving on Grant Street and 13" Street. He then opened the floor to questions from
Council.

Mors. Fletcher asked if Bully Hill and Grant Street will be conducted at the same time. Mr.
McClelland answered ves. adding that Bully Hill will be detoured but Grant Street most likely
will not be.

Ms. Zaccari asked if he could discuss some of the safety and accessibility improvements
involved with the Route 62 Betterment Project. Mr. McClelland stated that there will be
numerous ADA curb ramps improved throughout the project area, updated pedestrian crosswalk
signals and installation of pedestrian signals where none currently exist. high visibility
crosswalks. bulb-outs at 12" and Liberty to shorten the length of crosswalks. geometric changes
to 12" and Liberty to lessen the curve and improve sight-line conditions, new traffic lights
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installed and timed appropriately for traffic flows with left turn signals, and drainage/runoft
improvements. Jacob Southwick. project inspector. stated that crews are currently working on
drainage issues at Liberty and Garnett Wood Way. He added that the foundations for traffic
signals will be set before work on ADA curb ramps begins.

Mr. Marshall asked if plans for the next month could be provided. Mr. Southwick replied
it is hard to say for sure given so many unknowns they have come across so far, such as
unmarked underground utilities. Mr. Marshall then asked when paving might begin, to which
Mr. Southwick gave the same response. The area of 15" and Liberty will require a five (5) day
detour.

Ms. Zaccari asked if there are any milestones and significant improvements that the
community can watch for as the project evolves. Mr. Southwick stated the greatest improvement
will be the realignment of the 12" and Liberty intersection, noting how dangerous the
intersection is to cross in its current state.

MILLER-SIBLEY POOL UPDATE

Corbin Henry. Youth and Family Services Director of the Franklin YMCA, plans to
operate the pool from June 8 until August 2026. Because the pools at the YMCA facility are
undergoing major renovations and will be out of commission for a couple months, at minimum,
he was hoping to relocate some of their programs conducted at these pools to the Miller-Sibley
facility. However. he recently heard that there are drainage issues at Miller-Sibley and heard that
there is a possibility the pool will not be able to operate this year. Mayor Baker noted that there
is a problem with one of the drains that runs under Spruce Street, but the Wastewater Department
is hoping to locate the issue and correct it within the next week or so.

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS —
Mr. Wetzel presented the following requests that came before HARB at their April 28.
2026 meeting:

1514 Liberty Street — Fence

1119 Liberty Street — Paint

1411 Liberty Street — Awning. Paint
1421 Liberty Street — Paint

421 12" Street — Door

301 13" Street — Sign

303 13" Street — Sign

309 13" Street — Sign

313 13" Street — Sign

1020 Liberty Street — Paint, Doors, Ramp, Sign
1007 Liberty Street — Building Addition

e © © o o o

All requests came with a positive recommendation from HARB, save for the request from
1007 Liberty Street due to a lack of information and the applicant not being present to answer
questions.

Resolution No. 48 - Ms. Zaccari motioned to approve the first ten (10) requests listed
above as presented. Mr. Johnson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
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Mr. Spaid advised that Council deny, without prejudice, the request for 1007 Liberty
Street since nobody was present to answer questions at the April HARB meeting and have the
applicant reapply to HARB for their May meeting.

Michael Haggerty. owner, stated that the project consists of constructing an enclosed
outdoor eating area on the back side of the building. Mayor Baker asked if the proposed project
can be seen from the main street and questioned if a Certificate of Appropriateness is even
necessary if the project is not visible from the street. Mr. Haggerty responded that. because the
main building sits so far back. it would not be visible from the street.

Resolution No. 49 — Mayor Baker motioned to approve the request for 1007 Liberty
Street on the grounds that it is not visible from the main street. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the
motion which passed unanimously.

RESOLUTION — PENNDOT AGREEMENTS SIGNATORY - Resolution No. 50
Mayor Baker presented a resolution to designate Mr. Wetzel as the authorized signer for
PennDOT’s Pedestrian Facilities Maintenance Agreement.

Ms. Zaccari motioned and Mr. Johnson seconded to approve the designation of Mr.
Wetzel as the authorized signer of the Pedestrian Facilities Maintenance Agreement as presented.
The motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL — 13" STREET LIGHT POLES BID RESULTS — Resolution No. 51

Mr. Parks presented the following bids, opened on Monday, March 30, 2026, to replace
the decorative street lights in the 300 and 400 blocks of 13 Street using funds allocated from
combined CDBG Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023:

Bidder Address Bid Amount
XL Excavating. Inc. 25912 Route 19 $157.970
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403 | $9,210 Alternate
A&MP Electric, Inc. 13003 Wolf Road £280,784
Guys Mills, PA 16327 $31,200 Alternate
M&B Services, LLC 15303 Route 322 $348.717.33
Clarion. PA 16214 $38.342.34 Alternate

The scope of the project includes the removal and replacement of ten (10) existing light
poles. including associated luminaires and concrete foundations, with new LED light poles
mounted on new reinforced concrete bases. furnishing and installing new junction boxes,
connecting and splicing to the existing electrical wiring. providing all necessary traffic control.
and performing all incidental work and surface restoration. The alternate bid includes the
replacement of approximately 1.200 linear feet of circuit wiring, connection to the existing
electrical panel. and repair or replace any damaged conduit sections as necessary.

Following the bid opening. Mr. Parks received an email from XL Excavating. Inc.
requesting to withdraw the bid due to a calculation error which would require the project to be

awarded to the second lowest bidder. A&MP Electric. Their base bid. however. is $41.129 over
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the combined CDBG FY-2022 and 2023 budget totaling $239.655. After discussing with Mr.
Wetzel and Mrs. Power, it was decided that the $41.129 shortfall and $31,200 alternate can come
from Professional Building funds.

Mr. Johnson motioned to accept the base and alternate bid from A&MP Electric, Inc. in

the amount of $280.784 and $31,200, respectively. and to accept the bid withdrawal request from
XL Excavating, Inc. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

PARK AND PARADE ASSEMBLY REQUESTS — Resolution No. 52

Mr. Wetzel introduced the following public assembly requests:

May 23, 2026 « Bandstand Park and 13" Street Bridge « VEW « Memorial Day service
and bridge ceremony

June 2 — August 1, 2026 « 120 Liberty Street » IAM Machinists Union « Potential
Picketing

June 24, 2026 » Fountain Park * Huff-Guthrie Funeral Home ¢« Butterfly Release
October 3. 2026 » Liberty Street from 13" to 3™ Street * YMCA ¢ Applefest 5k Race.
Kids for Run

Mr. Johnson motioned to accept the public assembly requests as presented. seconded by

Ms. Zaccari. The motion passed unanimously.

REPORTS
Manager —
o  Mr. Wetzel handed the floor to Chief Campbell to discuss the establishment of a Police

-]

K-9 Unit.

o Chief Campbell stated that the grant and donation funded program would greatly
enhance the Police Department’s ability to detect narcotics, locate suspects, and
serve as a positive community engagement tool. Mr. Marshall is concerned that
there will be a sufficient number of officers who are willing to stay with the
department and put in the work involved. Chief Campbell feels confident that the
four (4) officers who have already invested in developing the program will be
with the department for the duration of their careers. Mayor Baker asked how
many dogs would be trained, to which Chief Campbell responded one (1).
possibly two (2). Mr. Young asked if the dog(s) would be available for other
agencies to utilize. Chief Campbell stated that could be a possibility with the
execution of a Memorandum of Understanding with those agencies.

Mr. Wetzel drew Council’s attention to the chairs in Council Chambers, donated by
FICDA
Requested permission to auction the former Code Enforcement vehicle on Municibid

o Resolution No. 53 — Mrs. Fletcher motioned and Mr. Marshall seconded to
authorize placing the former Code Enforcement vehicle for sale on Municibid.
The motion passed unanimously.

Curb Market will start the season in Lot D but hoping to move to the 12" Street Island
before the season ends

1]
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e Chief Fckel has been in contact with PA Fire Recovery Service. a third-party billing
company, to recuperate costs associated with emergency responses. There would be no
cost to the City but the company would retain 15% of what is collected. While an
ordinance is not needed, it is recommended

o Paving related to the A-108 projected is scheduled to start this week

s Scheduling Street Department tour for Wednesday May 20" at noon

e The street sweeper is currently out of service and will require roughly $40.000 worth of
repairs with more coming in the future. Sugarcreek Borough has graciously agreed to
finish sweeping. Discuss renting one in the spring each year

o With the garbage contract set to expire at the end of the year, Mr. Wetzel asked Council
to consider any changes they would like to see in future contracts

o A request for a Bed and Breakfast at 1138 Otter Street was denied by the Zoning Hearing
Board and the Court of Common Pleas. The request is being appealed to the
Commonwealth Court

e Waiting for parts to repair the 13" and Atlantic Avenue traffic light

e Requested time in Executive Session to discuss matters of negotiations. personnel. and
real estate.

Solicitor —

e PA Liquor Control Board Noise Exemption Hearing is scheduled for Monday, May 11,
2026 at 10 A.M. in Council Chambers

e Reminded Council that a 2003 ordinance prohibiting bikes on sidewalks in the Central
Business District was repealed to encourage trail users to ride into town. Once the Route
62 Betterment Project is complete and bike lanes are installed, cyclists will be required to
use the bike lane and will be prohibited from using the sidewalk: Mr. Spaid recommends
reinstating the ordinance that prohibits bikes on the sidewalks in the CBD. Mayor Baker
expressed concern about children riding on the street.

e Requested time in Executive Session to discuss matters of negotiations. personnel. and

real estate.

Mavor Appointments —

Resolution No. 54 — Mayor Baker motioned appoint William Karns to serve a four-year
term on the Planning and Zoning Commission to expire on January 31, 2029. Mr.
Johnson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Resolution No. 55 — Mayor Baker motioned to reappoint Nancy Mansfield to serve an
additional five-year term on the Shade Tree Commission to expire on June 4. 2031. Mr.
Johnson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Mayor Baker — Read the Arbor Day Proclamation for 2026.
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Mrs. Fletcher —

o Reported on a couple who were driving through Franklin a few years ago from their
home in Virginia. They fell in love with Franklin and relocated. Just learned that they
will be selling their home and moving to a retirement community.

e Requested time in Executive Session to discuss matters of personnel

Mr. Johnson -
o Received concerns about the lack of lighting on Howard Street leading back to the
FICDA facility. and also the lack of lighting on Chestnut Street behind Sanders Markets.
e Thanked Chief Campbell for helping with preparing awards to present to students for
good behavior

Mr. Marshall —
o Encouraged everyone to support Small Business Week
e Glad to see the Fire Department fully staffed
o Asked if there are any plans to pave or patch Lot D. Mr. Wetzel responded that patching
is more likely at the moment.

Mr. Young — Nothing to report

Ms. Zaccari —

e Commended the Shade Tree Commission for their efforts in keeping trees in public
spaces and street trees healthy and vibrant

o Attended ribbon cuttings for three (3) new businesses this past week

o Commended the communication efforts being taken regarding the Betterment Project

e SPIFIY Day is scheduled for Wednesday, May 6"

o Free photography workshop scheduled for Saturday, May 16 from 11:30 A.M. to 1:30
P.M. at the Franklin Library

Mr. Zahner — Nothing to report.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - Resolution No. 56

Mr. Johnson motioned to enter into Executive Session at 8:37 P.M. to discuss matters of
negotiations, personnel and real estate. Ms. Zaccari seconded the motion which passed
unanimously. The Executive Session ended at 9:22 P.M.

OTHER BUSINESS — Resolution No. 57

Mr. Johnson motioned to request authorization of research and development of a Police
K-9 program within the Franklin Police Department. Mr. Zahner seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned
at 9:24 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

ik~

T.J. Parks. Recording Secretary
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