
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

June 1, 2026 

  

Members Present:   Douglas Baker, Mayor 

Christian Marshall, Deputy Mayor 

James Johnson 

Travis Young  

Donna Fletcher 

Ashley Zaccari 

Todd Zahner 

 

Members Excused:   None 

  

In Attendance:        James Wetzel, City Manager 

   Cindi Power, City of Franklin 

   Aaron Campbell, Police Chief 

   T.J. Parks, Recording Secretary 

   Brian Spaid, Solicitor   

Helen Fielding, The Derrick  

Alex Spaid, Dale Woodard Gent McFate 

  Barbara Matthews, 1239 Liberty Street 

  Ryan Rudegeair, 1255 Liberty Street 

  Eric Cook, Venango County Historical Society 

  Wendall Holmes, 526 12
th

 Street 

  Nikki Hall, 1009 Elk Street 

 

Mayor Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA – Resolution No. 58 

 Mrs. Fletcher moved to adopt the agenda as presented, seconded by Mr. Johnson. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Resolution No. 59 

 Mr. Johnson motioned to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of 

June 4, 2026 as presented. Mr. Marshall seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  

 

PAY THE BILLS – Resolution No. 60 

 Mr. Marshall moved to pay the bills as presented. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the motion 

which passed unanimously.  

 

CITIZENS’ INQUIRIES – Wendall Holmes, City resident and active bicyclist, voiced 

favorability towards the bike lanes to be installed on Liberty Street as part of the Route 62 

Betterment Project. He explained the “Idaho stop” which allows bicyclists to treat stop signs as 

yield signs and red lights as stop signs. Doing so allows the cyclist to slow down, yield to cross-

traffic and pedestrians, and safely proceed without coming to a complete stop, maintaining 
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momentum. This method is shown to ease frustration between cyclists and motorists by allowing 

the cyclist to quickly clear the intersection and reduces bicycle related injuries. As this method 

has not been adopted in Pennsylvania, Mayor Baker recommended reaching out to state 

legislators.  

 

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS – Resolution No. 61 

 Mr. Wetzel presented the following requests that came before HARB at their May 26, 

2026 meeting: 

 

 301-313 13
th

 Street – Paint and Lighting 

 307 13
th

 Street – Signage 

 1231 Liberty Street – Signage 

 1009 Elk Street – Stairs and Porch Roof 

 909 Liberty Street – Garage   

 

Mr. Johnson motioned to approve the requests as presented. Ms. Zaccari seconded the 

motion which passed unanimously. 

 

Ms. Zaccari expressed excitement for the work being proposed at 30-313 13
th

 Street as it 

will greatly enhance the appeal of one of the City’s key corridors.  

 

APPROVAL TO SUBMIT FEMA ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT 

APPLICATION – Resolution No. 62 

 Mr. Wetzel explained that the Fire Department intends to submit a FEMA Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant in the amount of $189,000 to replace 18 self-contained breathing apparatus 

(SCBA) and cylinders. The ones they are currently using are nearly 15 years old. If awarded, the 

grant would cover $180,000 and the City would be responsible for the remaining $9,000 match 

requirement.  

 

 Mayor Baker motioned to approve the request as presented. Mr. Young seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

PARK AND PARADE ASSEMBLY REQUESTS – Resolution No. 63 

Mr. Wetzel introduced the following public assembly requests:  

 

 May 28-August 27, 2026 • Bandstand Park • FFAC • Thursday Night Concert Series  

 June 26, 2026 • Fountain and Bandstand Parks • FFAC • Penny Carnival  

 June 27, 2026 • Liberty Street • FFAC • Liberty Fest Parade  

 June 29, 2026 • Bandstand Park • Venango County Humane Society • Pet Show  

 Wednesdays between July 1 and August 2, 2026 • Bandstand Park • FFAC • Taste of 

Talent, Jr.   

 July 4, 2026 • Riverfront Park • FFAC • 4
th

 of July Fireworks 

 October 17, 2026 • 12
th

 Street between Buffalo and Liberty • Franklin Retail Association 

• Witch Walk  
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Mr. Johnson motioned to accept the public assembly request as presented, seconded by 

Mr. Marshall. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

REPORTS 

 

Manager –  

 The clogged sewer lateral at the Miller-Sibley pool has been fixed and the pool is 

draining properly. Mr. Wetzel confirmed that the pool will be able to be opened for the 

summer 

 PennDOT and the General Authority will be conducting an emergency waterline 

replacement at 14
th

 and Liberty Streets and 15
th

 and Chestnut Streets due to a conflict 

with the existing waterline in relation to excavation being done as part of the Route 62 

Betterment project 

 Invited Council to tour the Fire Department on Monday, June 15
th

 at noon 

 Planning and Zoning Commission approved the Barrett Flats subdivision. It has been sent 

to the County Planning Commission for approval. Pending no adverse comments, the 

request is expected to come before Council at the July meeting for final approval. 

 Asked Council for approval to place the out of commission vehicles at the Street 

Department for sale on Municibid 

o Resolution No. 64 – Mrs. Fletcher motioned and Mr. Marshall seconded to 

approve placing various vehicles at the Street Department for sale on Municibid. 

The motion passed unanimously.  

 Requested time in Executive Session to discuss matters of personnel, negotiations, and 

potential litigation 

 

Solicitor – Mr. Spaid spoke about Council’s suggestion of allowing children to ride bicycles on 

sidewalks within the Central Business District to protect children from the heavy traffic 

conditions on Liberty Street when the bike lanes are installed. He advised that the best way to 

allow children on the sidewalks would be to allow the child to cycle if they are accompanied by a 

walking adult, which would be extremely difficult to police and would cause confusion to other 

cyclists. Additionally, Pennsylvania law states that the only way anyone, regardless of age, can 

ride bicycles on the sidewalks of a Central Business District is if there are official traffic control 

devices (i.e. signage) in place which would be an added expense to the City.  

 Mayor Baker suggested monitoring behaviors of bicyclists on sidewalks, such as weaving 

around pedestrians. Mr. Alex Spaid stated that is already covered in the City’s current sidewalk 

ordinance under the topic of reckless activity.  

 Ms. Zaccari asked if there are other municipalities within the State that have ordinances 

in place to allow children on sidewalks within a Central Business District; Mr. Spaid said he 

would look into any such ordinances.  

 

Mayor Appointments – None 
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COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Mayor Baker –  

 Reminded of the Liberty Fest Parade on June 27
th

 at 6 P.M. and invited interested 

Council members to join in the parade 

 This year’s Pennsylvania Municipal League Summit will be held in Hershey, PA on the 

weekend of October 9
th

  

 

Mrs. Fletcher – Received a complaint about chickens within the City. Reminded of the 

ordinance that prohibits livestock in the City. 

 

Mr. Johnson –  

 Thanked Chief Campbell and Amanda Power for creating Certificates for Exceptional 

Knights to be presented to school aged children as a way to award them for good 

behavior 

 A resident approached and asked how to get a smaller trash receptacle for garbage 

collection. Mr. Wetzel advised to call Tri-County. 

 Received complaints of people driving erratically and down the wrong way of Otter 

Street near Central Elementary. Asked if removable speed humps could be installed to at 

least slow down drivers 

 Attended graduation and enjoyed the speech from the keynote speaker 

 

Mr. Marshall – Received a complaint from a Third Ward resident about the paving following 

work relating to the A-108 project, stating that the restoration is uneven and not laid well. Mr. 

Wetzel said that paving is still a work in progress. 

 

Mr. Young – Nothing to report 

 

Ms. Zaccari –  

 Wished everyone a happy Pride month and announced Venango Pride will be held 

Saturday, June 13
th

 from 11 A.M. to 4 P.M. at Justus Park in Oil City. All are welcome to 

attend 

 Pleased with the efficiency and quality of work being done related to the Betterment 

Project 

o Mr. Spaid added that the “No Turn on Red” sign at the intersection of 8
th

 and 

Liberty Streets was installed by PennDOT and will remain in effect after the 

project’s completion as directed by PennDOT. 

 

Mr. Zahner – Asked when the traffic light at the intersection of 13
th

 Street and Atlantic Avenue 

will be fixed. Mr. Wetzel stated the pedestrian button malfunctioned which is causing the light to 

be red at each cycle change. When the pedestrian buttons along Liberty Street are replaced as 

part of the Betterment Project, those parts will be used at the location in question.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION - Resolution No. 65 

 Mr. Johnson motioned to enter into Executive Session at 7:41 P.M. to discuss matters of 

negotiations, personnel and real estate. Mr. Zahner seconded the motion which passed 

unanimously. The Executive Session ended at 8:08 P.M. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS –  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
         There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:10 P.M.   

                                                                                  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

                                                                                        

                                                                                  

T.J. Parks, Recording Secretary 


