REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
Council Chambers, City Hall
July 6, 2026

Members Present: Douglas Baker, Mayor
Donna Fletcher
James Johnson via telephone
Travis Young via Zoom
Ashley Zaccari
Todd Zahner

Members Excused: Christian Marshall, Deputy Mayor

in Attendance: James Wetzel, City Manager
Harmony Motter, Finance Director
Cindi Power, Recording Secretary
Aaron Campbell, Police Chief
Michael Gorman, City of Franklin
Brian Spaid, Solicitor
Helen Fielding, TheDerrick.com
Alex Spaid, Dale Woodard Gent McFate
Ryan Rudegeair, Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce
Daniel Paulo, Franklin Rotary
Wendy Richardson, Franklin Rotary
Melissa Ditzenberger, 233 Overlook Drive
David Ballard, 233 Overlook Drive
Tom and Karen Borger, 1228 Elk Street

Mayor Baker called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA, Resolution No. 66

Mrs. Fletcher moved to adopt the agenda as presented, seconded by Ms. Zaccari. The motion
passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, Resolution No. 67
Mr. Johnson moved to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of June 1, 2026,
as presented. Ms. Zaccari seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

PAY THE BILLS, Resolution No. 68
Ms. Zaccari moved to pay the bills as presented. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the motion, which
passed unanimously.

CITIZENS’ INQUIRIES

David Ballard asked Council to consider allowing a UTV Ride into the City, which could be used
to raise between $8,000 and $12,000 for the Police Department’s K-9 Unit. He said the one-day event
could be coordinated by the Police Department and the County. He suggested starting the vehicles at a



Franklin City Council Minutes
July 6, 2026

staging area, then traveling along Waterworks Road and allowing them to make their way to Elk Street
towards the City parks.

Dan Paulo of Franklin Rotary presented a status report on the club’s dog park project. He said
the committee has raised nearly $73,000, and with pledges and other restricted funds, there is nearly
$88,000 available for the project. They would need approximately $120,000 to build “a first class park”
with amenities such as water, pavilion, benches, fencing and ADA-compliant walkways. Dr. Paulo said
the $88,000 would be enough to build a basic park without water or the ADA-compliant walkways. He
noted that a Pet First Aid fundraiser is planned for August. He also said the Rotary club would be
interested in manning one of the City parking lots during Applefest to raise money.

Tom Borger of 1228 Elk Street asked Council to consider providing some sort of parking program
for residents who live on streets where parking meters are used. He noted that his block is the only
block in the City that is 100% residential but has parking meters for street parking.

Ryan Rudegeair of the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce represented the Franklin Retail
Association in requesting three changes be made to the current Sip ‘n Shop ordinance. The changes
include allowing an association/organization membership to pay a participation fee rather than
individual businesses paying a fee; changing the program to being available every day of the week rather
than just Thursday, Friday and Saturday; and extending the hours to the “last pour” being at 6 p.m.
rather than 4 p.m. Mr. Ballard mentioned that these changes would make things much simpler for
customers and guests to understand as well as staff members at participating businesses.

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS, Resolution No. 69
Mr. Wetzel presented the following requests that came before HARB at their June 23, 2026,
meeting:

o 1240 Liberty Street — Sign
o 311 13" Street —Sign
o 301-313 13" Street — Paint, Lighting

All requests came with a positive recommendation from HARB. Mrs. Fletcher motioned to
approve the requests listed above as presented. Ms. Zaccari seconded the motion, which passed
unanimously.

APPROVAL - 2017 FORD INTERCEPTOR BID RESULTS, Resolution No. 70

Mr. Wetzel presented the Municibid results for the 2017 Ford Interceptor. There were 45 bids;
the highest bidder was Bethany Peterson in the amount of $3,600. Mrs. Fletcher motioned and Mr.
Young seconded to accept the bid from Bethany Peterson in the amount of $3,600. The motion passed
unanimously.

RESOLUTION — ACCEPTANCE OF UPDATED UCC FEE SCHEDULE, Resolution No. 71

Mr. Wetzel presented details about an updated UCC fee schedule provided by Pennsylvania
Construction Inspectors, the City’s third-party building code inspector. Commercial services changes in
Groups A, E, |, H include a 0.2% increase in building inspections; a 0.3% increase in building plan reviews
for total costs up to $500,000 and 0.2% for total costs above $500,000; and the addition of residential
solar inspections. Mrs. Fletcher motioned to approve the updated UCC fee schedule. This was
seconded by Ms. Zaccari and passed unanimously.

PUBLIC ASSEMBLY/PARADE PERMIT REQUESTS — Resolution No. 72
Mr. Wetzel provided details on the following Public Assembly/Parade permit requests:
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Rock in River Festival — Aug. 15, 2026 — Riverfront Park — FFAC

PetFest — Sept. 11-12, 2026 — Bandstand Park — Precious Paws Animal Rescue
FHS Homecoming Parade — Sept. 23, 2026 — Bandstand Park — Alicia Stanton
Venango County Recovery — Sept. 25, 2026 — Bandstand Park — Susan Huffman

O O O O

Mr. Johnson motioned to accept the Public Assembly/Parade permit requests as presented,
seconded by Mrs. Fletcher. The motion passed unanimously.

REPORTS

Manager
Mr. Wetzel spoke about the Rotary club and other non-profits using City parking lots during

Applefest to raise funds. He will work to find out what groups may have interest in taking part in this so
Council can decide whether to approve it at the Aug. 3™ meeting.

The July 20™ tour of City Hall will need to be postponed due to remodeling work to begin in the
Police dispatch area. Mr. Wetzel will try to make arrangements to visit the water plant instead.

There have been several inquiries about the boat launch. Work is not expected to begin until
Sept. 28, 2026, and continue through the end of October, depending upon water levels.

The annual summer picnic for City staff will be held Friday, July 31, at the Miller-Sibley pavilion.

Mr. Wetzel asked for time in Executive Session to discuss personnel matters, negotiations and
potential litigation.

Solicitor

Mr. Spaid said he will be working on the new parking ordinance as well as updating the Shade
Tree Commission ordinance to make it better match the language on tree removal permits, providing
better enforceability for those who leave portions of downed trees in the City’s right-of-way.

He said he cannot recommend that Council approve the building of a dog park without ADA
compliance, noting it would guarantee the City would be subject to litigation. He will have the dog park
agreement finished soon.

The Liquor Control Board has approved the City’s exemption to its noise ordinance again, this
time for a five-year period. The new approval will expire July 31, 2031.

Concerning a proposed UTV Ride, Mr. Spaid said a new ordinance would need to be drafted to
deal with these vehicles. Crossing state roads would require coordination with PennDOT and expensive
signage.

Mr. Spaid noted the proposed changes to the Sip ‘n Shop ordinance would mean the program
would run from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday through Saturday. His concern was how many businesses
would be open on Sundays. Mr. Wetzel noted the proposed changes, if made, would take effect in
2027.

Noting that the new bike lane on Liberty Street won’t be open and usable until next year since
lines won't be painted until traffic lights/poles can be installed, Mr. Spaid said there is time to work
through the difficult issues of a new bike ordinance that might allow children to ride their bikes on
sidewalks in the Business District even though state law prohibits this. He believes Council will need to
take an “all or nothing” approach (allowing everyone to ride on the sidewalk and/or the bike lane) to
better enable enforcement of the law.

The City’s new skill games tax may become subject to a state gaming law, meaning the City
could lose nearly $27,000 that was garnered through the new tax.
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Mayoral Appointments

Resolution No. 73 - Mayor Baker motioned to reappoint Jennifer Mays to a five-year term on
the Redevelopment Authority, to expire on July 31, 2031. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the motion, which
passed unanimously.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Mayor Baker — complimented City staff for their efforts in conducting the Fourth of July Festivities and
the Taste of Talent Jr. competition. He encouraged people to visit the new Revolutionary War-era
display offered through the Venango County Historical Society at the corner of Otter and 12" streets.

Mr. Johnson — commented on the successful Fourth of July parade, Juneteenth celebration and the
Blues & BBQ Festival.

Ms. Zaccari — said she volunteered at the Penny Carnival and loved seeing how full of joy the City parks
were; said she is proud of the friendliness and welcoming nature of the residents of Franklin; is
interested in providing better way-finding signage for bicyclists in town; she will do some research into
what income or benefits there may be in the City providing a bike rental service such as the one being
offered in Meadville; asked for time in Executive Session to discuss personnel issues.

Mrs. Fletcher — was watching a KDKA television program on the Fort Pitt Blockhouse and noticed
Franklin was mentioned several times for its many forts.

Mr. Young — none

Mr. Zahner — none

EXECUTIVE SESSION — Resolution No. 74

M:s. Zaccari motioned to enter into Executive Session at 7:57 P.M. to discuss matters of
personnel, land negotiations and potential litigation. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the motion, which passed
unanimously. The Executive Session ended at 9:01 P.M.

LEASE AGREEMENT WITH GTP TOWERS, Resolution No. 75

GTP Towers Il, LLC, presented the City with an amendment to its lease agreement for the cell
tower at 1371 Pearl Street. The agreement results in an approximate 10% decrease in revenue, but
there is now a clause requiring GTP Towers to remove the tower and equipment upon termination of
the agreement. Ms. Zaccari motioned to accept and approve the Second Amendment Lease Agreement
with GTP Towers II, LLC. Mrs. Fletcher seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mrs. Fletcher motioned and Mr.
Zahner seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
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Cindi Power, Recording Secretary



